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c. R177-23, Cancelling 2022 Highlands Initial Assessment Grant
d. R178-23, Authorizing the Discretionary Award of a Contract for Plumbing Supplies and Related Materials to

Wallington Plumbing in an Amount that May Exceed $17,500 But Will be Less than $44,000
e. R179-23, Authorizing a Professional Services Agreement for Construction Phase of the Sunset Lake Dam

Rehabilitation Project Between the Borough of Mountain Lakes and Ferriera Engineering
f R180-23, Authorizing a Professional Services Agreement for Engineering Services for America's Water 

Infrastructure Act - Risk & Resiliency Assessment Services 
g. R181-23, Authorizing a Contract with Nielsen of Morristown Under NJ State Contract #23-Fleet-34933
h. R182-23, Authorizing the Discretionary Award of a Contract to Purchase an A TV from H & H Outdoor

Powersports in an Amount that May Exceed $17,500 But Will be Less than $44,000
i. R183-23, Requesting Approval of Item of Revenue and Appropriation Under N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-87 for the BPU

Clean Fleet Electric Vehicle Grant in the Amount of $4,000.00

*APPROVAL OF MINUTES
9/11/23 (Regular)

*BOARD, COMMITTEE AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS

a. Katherine Roberts (previously appointed) to the Health Commission as Member with a term running through
12131123

b. Jennifer Amato to the Health Commission as Alternate #2 with a term running through 12131/26

16) DEPARTMENT REPORTS SUBMITTED FOR FILING
� Construction Department 
� Department of Public Works 
� Fire Department 
� Health Department 
� Police Department 
� Recreation Department 
� Code EnforcemenUProperty Maintenance 

17) COUNCIL REPORTS

18) PUBLIC COMMENT
Please state your name and address for the record. Each speaker is limited to one (1) comment of no more than
five (5) minutes and no yielding of time to another person.

19) NEXT STEPS AND PRIORITIES

20) ADJOURNMENT





A brief introduction of 
our function, 
responsibilities, and 
need of Borough 
support in fulfilling our 
mission of preserving 
artifacts and images in 
the Borough’s 
expanding and fragile 
Historic Archives.

Ranjan O. Bose
Chairman

MLHPC
September 26, 2023



The Mountain Lakes Historical Society was first founded in 1957 in 
order to preserve the town’s historical, architectural, and cultural 
heritage. Today, the Mountain Lakes Historic Preservation Committee, 
established by ordinance, with its Membership appointed by the 
Borough Council, works to safeguard the buildings, public spaces and 
history that make Mountain Lakes a unique community, and to inform 
residents of the town’s proud and distinct heritage by collecting, 
preserving and displaying artifacts, as well as sharing the many stories 
that help to document and tell the fascinating history of our 
community, and its residents. 
   
The HPC also assists the Borough Council with historic preservation 
aspects of the Borough’s Master Plan, and by advising the Planning 
Board and Zoning Board of Adjustment on applications for 
development.



Mountain Lakes Historic Preservation 
Committee Members
             Term expiration
Ranjan O. Bose (Chairman)   12/31/23
Alex Gotthelf (Co-Chair)   12/31/24
Ryan Astrup (Secretary)   12/31/23
Mark Hoffman (Treasurer)   12/31/24
Brian Adams    12/31/26
Margaret DeWitt    12/31/24
Sueanne Sylvester    12/31/24
Peter Mills (Alternate #1)   12/31/24
Tom Menard (Borough Council Liaison) 12/31/24
Olin R. V. Bose (Student Member)  5/30/24
Jessica Fazendeiro (Student Member)  5/30/24



Active throughout the community, the ML 
HPC pursues grant funding, and maintains a 
modest bank account supplemented with 
receipts  generated from sales of books, 
notecards, posters, Hapgood Home plaques 
and other items of historic and local interest. 
We are unable to fund high-cost or long-term 
financial commitments.



Recent Projects:

The ML Historic Preservation Committee has been playing a significant 
role in obtaining County and State funding for the restoration of the 
Mountain Lakes Train Station building. The total project is expected to 
cost $800,000.



Recent Projects:
Trolley Track Walk Historical Markers
Troop 41 Eagle Scout Project; (Completion expected September 
2023)



Urgent Need: 
   Relocation of the HPC Archives to a Safe and Convenient Location for 
Borough Residents and Researchers, and prevent further water damage from 
flooding.
Current Archive Storage Location: 
 ML Public Library Basement-level Annex/Community Room 
Closet



Current Archive Location 
Issues:• Storage area is far too small;
• Storage area closet is subject to flooding during heavy rains; damaging 

contents;
• ML Library has requested the return of the closet for their own needs.



An Ongoing Goal, these are Two Examples of Options 
Considered:

• Post Office Spare Room; Benefits- central location/easy access; 
• Problems- Owner not interested in renting.

• 264 Morris Avenue; Benefits- Commercial building; central location/easy access;
• Problems- Parking issues; modifications may be required; municipal code 

issues; cost.



Proposed Solution:

Sign a long-to-medium term lease with the Community Church, which has offered 
a second floor unused classroom space in the building annex which houses the 
Scribbles Nursery School;
▪ Central location in an easily accessed historically-associated building;
▪ Ample parking and additional meeting space available for HPC events and 

gatherings;
▪ A safe environment for archival preservation.



Proposed Solution:

▪ Monthly lease payment of $500 to be funded by the ML Borough Budget;
▪ Room preparation and archive relocation to be performed by BSA Troop 41;
▪ Shelving and additional construction could be funded and performed as a Troop 41 Eagle Scout 

Project.
▪ Relocation could take place as early as January; (HPC to provide lease payments, subject to 

reimbursement, until the coming Borough Budget is approved and in effect).



Supplemental Proposed Community Church Room 
Views:



We thank you for your 
consideration.

ML HPC Current Financial Statement

In Summary:

• The ML HPC is an official designation established by Borough ordinance;
• A primary function is to collect, curate and safeguard the Mountain Lakes Historical Archives;
• Our current arrangement for a small space in an ML Library Community Room closet is ending;
• A long-term goal has been to move the archive to a larger, accessible location conducive to preservation;
• A space has been identified in an unused Community Church annex classroom which meets our needs;
• The proposed lease agreement, to begin in 2024, will be $6,000 per year;
• The ML HPC is not able to meet such a financial commitment from our modest financial situation;
• Additional HPC Borough funding of $3,000 annually is requested to meet anticipated Committee expenditures.
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