


MEETING MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF MOUNTAIN LAKES 

AUGUST 14, 2022 
HELD AT ML HIGH SCHOOL, 96 POWERVILLE ROAD, MOUNTAIN LAKES, NJ 07046 

The Council asked questions of Mr. Berei and Borough Manager Stern and they answered them. 

Borough Manager Stern offered to provide a tour of Borough Hall and / or a project cost breakdown to anyone who 
contacts him. 

Mayor Sheikh requested that the Public Safety / Borough Hall Infrastructure Advisory Committee provide a project update 
at every Council meeting going forward. 

Update on Water Supply PFOA Violation - Notice to Community 

Mayor Sheikh provided an update on the Borough's Perfluorooctanoic Acid (PFOA) violation at Well #4 (17 parts per 
trillion (ppt) above the NJ drinking water standard of 14 ppt) and advised that the well has been shut down and that the 
Borough is developing remedial measures in conjunction with the NJ department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP). 
Ongoing public notices will continue to be issued every three months until compliance is achieved. The Borough is 
working with the Borough Engineer and Licensed Water Operator to obtain proposals to design treatment facilities that will 
remove the PFOA contaminants in our water supply. The Borough has retained legal counsel to join pending litigation to 
recover anticipated remediation costs with PFOA contamination as a precautionary measure. The Borough does not 
anticipate the shut-down of Well #4 to affect water availability. 

REPORTS OF BOROUGH ESTABLISHED BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES 
There were no reports. 

BOROUGH COUNCIL DISCUSSION ITEMS 
There were no discussion items. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mayor Sheikh opened the meeting to the public. 

Chris Somjen - expressed his support for the Borough Hall Renovation project and requested that the Council introduce 
Ordinance 13-23 to complete the project. 

Thomas Chiang Jr. - 37 Lockley Court, asked questions regarding the PFOA Violation and the process of remediation. 

Dan Happer- 31 Raynold Road, asked questions about the leaking in the library basement, process/ timeline of resident 
notification regarding PFOA violation, and Borough Hall Renovation project increases. Mr. Happer suggested that the 
council postpone the introduction of Ordinance 13-23 to review the project increases. 

Steve Castellucci - 2 Laurelwood Drive, asked a question about the PFOA levels of all the wells in the Borough. 

Shawn Bennett - Mountain Lakes Police Chief, expressed his support for the Borough Hall Renovation project and 
requested that the Council introduce Ordinance 13-23. 

Deb Shertzer - 5 Lookout Road, asked questions about the Borough Hall Renovation project's completion date and the 
cost of the concrete stairs. 

Dena Muniz - 7 Rainbow Trail, expressed her understanding of the increased cost of the Borough Hall Renovation project 
and asked a question on how the Borough Hall Renovation project became an in-house job. 

Lucas Stelling - 66 Pollard Road, requested that the Borough post quarterly water quality reports on the Borough's 
website and asked questions regarding the process of determining to take Well #4 out of service and the addition of 
purchasing fire department doors for the Borough Hall Renovation project. 
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