


MEETING MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF MOUNTAIN LAKES 

JUNE 8, 2020 

HELD AS A REMOTE MEETING ON ZOOM 

Ann - 5 Rainbow Trail, questioned if the Borough Hall renovation project was going to be bid out. Borough Manager Stern 
responded and advised that sections of the project will go out to bid and the other sections will be done with Borough 
labor. 

George Jackson - 20 Sherwood Drive, expressed concern over the Borough Hall renovation project and suggested that 
the project be downsized, and the building exterior be changed to fit the character of Mountain Lakes. 

Deb Shertzer - 5 Lookout Road, questioned what the overall tax burden will be to the residents for the Borough Hall 
renovation project. 

Blair Wilson - 3 Grove Place, former Councilmember for 16 years, is in full support of the Borough Hall renovation project 
and believes that Council meetings should not take place at Borough Hall until it is handicap accessible. 

Tucker Glavin - 65 Bellvale Road, thanked Mr. Berei for his informative presentation on the Borough Hall renovation 
project and thanked the Borough Council for sending the presentation materials out prior to the Council meeting. Mr. 
Glavin expressed concern over the cost of the Borough Hall renovation project and the impact on the taxpayer. Mr. 
Glavin gave some suggestions to reduce the cost of the renovation project which included the Borough entering into 
shared services and obtaining private funding. 

Samuel Caruthers - 104 Briarcliff Road, thanked the Council for their effort in the Borough Hall renovation project. He 
expressed concern over the renovation project. Mr. Caruthers asked the following questions regarding the project: What 
is the cost to design Borough Hall in the style that it is currently in? What is the comparable size of space that 
Parsippany, Denville, and Boonton's municipal buildings have for the number of municipal employees they have and the 
size of the town? What is the Borough Hall building not compliant in? What is the cost saving of energy efficiency? Is the 
Borough allowed to assess impact fees for new construction to defray the cost to the taxpayers? 

Peter Holmberg - 74 Hanover Road, expressed his full support of the Borough Hall renovation project. Mr. Holmberg 
asked the following questions about the Borough Hall renovation project: Why is the cost of the project the same as 
estimates in the past that included the Board of Education's offices? Are the Board of Education's trailer offices 
sustainable? What is the overall tax burden to residents when including the Borough's future infrastructure projects such 
as the Dam project? 

Stephen Shaw - 4 Pointview Place, former Mayor and Councilmember, expressed concern over the Borough Hall 
renovation project and suggested holding off on the project until the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic is known. 

Khizar Sheikh - 6 Warwick Road, expressed his support for the Borough Hall renovation project and believes it is an 
investment for the Borough and its residents. 

Steve Castellucci - 2 Laurelwood Drive, thanked everyone who worked on the Borough Hall renovation project and 
expressed his support for the project. 

Doug McWilliams - 95 Boulevard, expressed his support for the project and encourages the Council to keep moving 
forward with the project 

Joe Mullaney - 1124 Cedar Street Boonton NJ, current Borough employee, thanked all who worked on the Borough Hall 
renovation project and expressed his support for the project. He gave an overview of the issues that employees face and 
requested that the Council move forward with the project. 

Chris Somjen - read a statement on behalf of the Police Benevolent Association (PBA). Mr. Somjen expressed the 
reasons why the Borough Hall renovation project is necessary and the issues that the current building has. Mr. Somjen 
thanked everyone and requested that the Council move forward with the project. 
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