Borough of Mountain Lakes Recreation Commission
Monthly Meeting Minutes
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAIN LAKES RECREATION COMMISSION
Monthly Meeting Minutes – Quick Notes
Minutes for August 19, 2025, at 7:30 PM via Zoom

1. Call to Order
A monthly meeting of the Borough of Mountain Lakes Recreation Commission was held on August 19, 2025, at 7:30 PM via Zoom teleconference. The meeting was presided over by David Keyt, with Heather Hornyak serving as secretary.

2. Attendance
· Voting Members: James Aitken, Heather Hornyak, Derek Jackson, Julia McVeigh, Mark Odenwelder
· Non-voting Members: Laurie Stepper (Recreation Director), Angela Tsai (Council Liaison)
· Members not in attendance: Shaun Lehrer, IIaxi Rana, Rob Wianecki
· Guests in attendance: none

3. Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the previous meeting on July 15, 2025, were approved. 

4. Recreation Director’s Report (Laurie Stepper)
· Working with two Eagle Scout candidates on projects.
· Working with a Girl Scout troop on a service project.
· Programming Highlights and Achievements:
· July 2025 summer programs saw remarkable participation and success. 
· The Summer Recreation program at Wildwood Elementary filled 500 of 575 spots (87% capacity).
· Summer Sailing program registered 122 of 150 spots (81.3% capacity). 
· Teen Adventure program reached 115% capacity by adding a third bus to accommodate a long waitlist. The program successfully filled all 225 spots.
· Community Events and Engagements
· Family Swim and Boat Races held on the rain date of July 9, 2025, brought out 40 participants and over 70 attendees.
· The Summer Concert Series saw attendance numbers grow from over 40 to over 80 people:
· Alex Laurenzi and Quartet (July 10, 2025): Over 40 people attended
· Pythagoras Band (July 16, 2025): Over 80 people attended
· The Blocked Toms (July 24, 2025): Over 60 people attended
· Beach Week was a hit, featuring a professional sand sculptor who taught children and adults, with the adult class filling to capacity with 15 people. 

5. New Business
· Midvale Dock Expansion: DPW on board with expanding docks at Island Beach and Midvale Dock. Structural work needed before expanding the docks to make them more accommodating with additional slips and a wider platform for increased community use and enjoyment.
· Taft Field Utilization: Town engineer reviewed space and sent initial drawings to convert into a full-size baseball field due to current underuse.
· Student candidate: Arian Nanda as a junior member of committee

6. Announcements
· Next meeting is scheduled for September 16, 2025.

7. Adjournment
· The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM.
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